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Description générée automatiquement]ENGAGEMENT LETTER PARTICIPATION STAKEHOLDER FORUM - RATION 

Dear participant,

We would like to invite you to engage in our project RATION. Before you agree to participate as member of the stakeholders forum, in the project, it is important to read this form carefully. If something is not clear, do not hesitate to contact us.

Importance of developing a new risk assessment scheme for low-risk pesticides
Low risk pesticides (LRP) including (i) plant extracts (ii) semiochemicals like pheromones and allelochemicals, (iii) microbial pesticides, are gaining ground in the global market, as substitutes of synthetic pesticides. In addition, new microbial solutions (phages, protists, microbial consortia) and ds-RNA pesticides are emerging, low-risk solutions expect to reach the market in coming years. Despite on-going regulatory efforts by the European Commission, we are still lacking a concrete risk assessment (RA) scheme relevant to LRPs, a point which blocks LRPs reaching the EU market. RATION timely comes to address these regulatory constraints and aims to develop a novel RA scheme, supported by the necessary guidance on methods and tools, tailored to the specific characteristics of established and emerging LRP solutions.

Objective and description of the project
In the frame of RATION, new risk assessment (RA) approaches tailored to the needs and characteristics of low risk pesticides (LRPs) will be developed. This will be achieved through an iterative approach which will take into account current regulatory approaches, guidance and suggestions, identify limitations and innovate through the development of new risk assessment tools for LRPs. Eventually, novel RA schemes developed per LRP solution will be harmonized to a pioneering RA encompassing as much as possible all LRP solutions. The methodology of RATION therefore proposes first to identify what should be kept, added and what is no longer compatible with LRPs to develop a procedure consistent with LRP solutions. Following this initial assessment, dedicated approaches will be pursued per group of LRP through an interactive process involving a wide range of relevant stakeholders (the Stakeholders Forum). The priorities set for each type of LRP solution will be assessed and compared with current regulations.

Participation in the RATION Stakeholder Forum
To be able to accurately quantify the expectations of the different stakeholders associated with plant protection, and to be able to compare these with what will ensure that the risks of LRP are considered in a coherent way, RATION will set up a body, called the Stakeholders Forum (StaFo). The StaFo will be in a continuous on-line interaction with partners and will serve several different roles in the project. 
RATION Stakeholder Forum profile
StaFo memberships will be open and relevant stakeholders will be encouraged to join during the project, to maximize the impact of RATION. It comprised of representatives from each member state regulatory bodies, standardization bodies, EU agro-industrial sector, farming and advisory communities, and civil society organizations

The different roles of the StaFo member
As a StaFO member, you have the possibility to involve in the project with several roles:
1) provide insights to the consortium on upcoming and ongoing changes in the EU regulatory framework of LRPs, which is constantly upgrading and changing; 
2) pinpoint and highlight, upon discussion and interactions with partners, elements of the current procedure that are either not relevant for LRPs, e.g. acting as barriers of the approval of LRPs, or still relevant, that should be maintained as such in RA; 
3) provide feedback on the technical tasks and protocols established by RATION partners; 
4) have a central role in the communication and dissemination strategy of the project with its members acting as ambassadors of RATION, thus attracting a wider audience of relevant actors from LRPI, RBs, RES and FARs; 
5) present the needs and views of consumers and end-users.
An external advisory board (EAB) operating as a specialized branch of the StaFo will hold a key advisory role in the project. It will maintain regular contact with the Coordinator and the Project Management Board (PMB). It will be regularly updated about the project progress and will be asked to provide a brief annual report on the project progress. It will be composed of scientists bringing experience on LRPs from different perspectives.

Timeline
Activities will be organized during this 4-year project (November 2022 – October 2026). The StaFo is established during the first year of the project and will be in open and continuous interaction with the RATION consortium. An online meeting is planned at Month 5 (March 2023) and then every six months. 
We aim for the total number of StaFo members and organizations represented to increase to more than 40 by the end of the project (2027) and further increase to 70 and over 100 by 2032 and 2037 respectively.

Results and Communication
An intranet portal will be available in the website of the project www.ration-lrp.eu where all members of the StaFo will have access (restricted to StaFo members and RATION partners via personal password) to materials like reports, presentation and recordings of events. In addition there will be on the website a forum which will allow interactive communication between StaFo members and RATION partners on LRP related news, events, research and policy updates.  

Informed consent
I hereby confirm, the undersigned …………………………………………………………………………………………………… (surname & first name) that I was informed about the project "RATION” and read the information of this engagement letter.

I have read and understood the information. The researcher has given me sufficient information with regard to the purpose and design of the project, the conditions and duration thereof, and the possible known advantages or disadvantages that this project can entail for me. Moreover, I was given sufficient time to consider the information and to ask questions, to which I received satisfactory answers.

I understand that I can stop my participation in this study at any time after I have informed the project manager, without this being able to harm me.

I authorize the project manager to collect, process and use my information as described in the information form that I received and in accordance with applicable legislation. Discussions remain within the StaFO, only joint conclusions are shared with my identity secret. I can share confidential information by labelling materials with the word “confidential” or some similar warning. If I share confidential information orally, I will indicate this. I know that I can look into the information and, if necessary, I can adjust information provided by myself. If participation in the StaFo ends, I continue to act in accordance with these provisions. 



I voluntarily agree to participate as a StaFo member in the project “RATION”. 

If you have any questions you can always contact Laura Molinari (Email: laura.molinari@euroquality.fr).
Thank you in advance for your participation!


Signature participant:                                                                                       Date……………………………………..


Project Coordinator
I hereby declare, the undersigned Dimitrios Karpouzas that I have given the volunteer all necessary information in connection with ‘RATION' and as well as a copy of the document ‘Engagement Letter participation Stakeholder Forum - RATION’. I confirm that no pressure was exerted on the volunteer to participate in this study. I also confirm that I am willing to answer any additional questions that may arise.

Signature researcher:                                                                                       Date……………………………………
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